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he was uneducated and lacking in will power, while his friends
emphasized his outstanding sense of duty and the consciousness
of the importance of his position. The fact is that Tikhon's actions
were restrained by two institutions: the Holy Synod and the Su-
preme Administration of the church, the latter comprising the
lower clergy and some laymen, such as Kartashev, Bulgakov, and
the Princes Trubetskoy. After the members of these institutions
were elected, the first session of the Council came to an end.
The recess lasted from December 10, 1917, to January 20, 191!
The members returned home in a different mood from that in
which they arrived. In referring to it on November 21, 1917, at
the house of the Patriarch, Anthony Khrapovitsky said:
With a feeling of unrest and somewhat dejected in spirit the church
members arrived here in August. ... At the summit and in the heart
of church life voices foreign and frequendy quite hostile to the spirit
of the church were audible . . . but even at the first sitting the reli-
gious spirit, requiring obedience to the rules of the church, predomi-
nated. . . . The council with increasing unanimity, daring, and di-
rrq|pr~ began to avow its resolution against modifying and distorting
the Christian faith.
The left wing described the same events quite differently. On
October 2, 1917* after a sharp conflict, Prof. B. V. Titlinov re-
signed from the Council and, having been dismissed as the editor
of the Church and Social Herald, wrote in the last issue that ap-
peared under his editorship: "We arc entering the period of re-
action . . . which is already gaining ground in church life. . . .
Nevertheless, a free church of a free people will find a new trib-
une for the expression of its ideas."
In the interval between the two sessions of the Council, civil
war started on the Don and some of those who had determined
the policy of the Council joined the anti-Bolshevik side. Under
such conditions it was not surprising that between the White
Army of the South and the high representatives of the church
there was established a mutual understanding and a tend which
was not strictly confined to the spiritual. The church now became
a leader in the ranks of spiritual fighters against the Bolshevik
regime, and on it were placed the greatest hopes. Later (June 15,